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(57) Abstract: A catalyst device for clari Ileal ion of exhaust gas which is disposed in an exhausting route of an internal combustion 
engine capable of being operated at least at theoretical and lean air-fuel ratios, characieri/ed in that it has a three component cataK st 
(4) comprising an inner la\er ( 1 2a) containing primarily rhodium as a noble meial acii\aiing in a reduced o\n gen content atmosphere 
and a surface laser ( 12b) containing primariK platinum or palladium as a noble metal aciisaiing in a enhanced o\>gen content 
atmosphere. The catalyst device efTectively removes HC due to activation of platinum or palladium in lean operation and, when 
O2 is temporarily short in the change from lean to stoichiometric air-fuel ratio, removes HC by supplementing O2 through utilizing 
the function of platinum or palladium to store O:- and as a result prevents the temporary great decrease of its abilit> to remove HC. 
Accordingly, the catalyst device secures the satisfactorv performance of removing HC even in lean region without the increase of 
the amount of a noble metal in the three component catalyst. 
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